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So that upon an early day
His pilgrimage might take its way.
For night and day his heart did yearn
Toward those who waited his return
In Normandy and in Anjou,
In Gascony and in Poitou,
In Berri and in Burgundy,15
Whence many joined the company.
In each of England's churches and
In all the others of his land                                                230
He placed, where none had been appointed.
Bishop or archbishop anointed.16
He would not wait for winter's snow,
But had his ships prepared to go,
Placed therein his rich treasury,
Whose use he knew right perfectly.
Upon the seacoast, little space
He dwelt, before God sent the grace
Of a fair wind that straightway bore
Him over to the Norman shore.                                           240
And this may truly be believed:
With mighty joy he was received
As soon as he had come in sight.
Swiftly he had all things made right
For marching, and to Lions sent,17
Arranging feast and merriment.
The day of the Nativity,                                      Dec. 25,1189
When God took on humanity,
The king at Lions held his feast;
15 This Burgundy is obviously an error for Brittany, as G. Paris points out.
16 The Itinerarium (p. 145), Ralph of Diceto (II, 69), and Richard of Devizes
(p. 386) name the bishops: Geoffrey de Lucy to Winchesterj Richard FitzNeal to
Londonj Hubert Walter to Salisbury j William Longchamp, the chancellor, to Ely.
Richard's half-brother Geoffrey was transferred from the chancellorship to the arch-
bishopric of York, With the exception of York, all these sees were sold at a good
price. (Norgate, Rkhar^ pp. 103-4.)
17 Lions-la-ForSt (Eure). G. Paris corrects in hi$ notes (p. 551) the error made in
the marginalia of his text. The Gesta (II, 104) says Richard spent Christmas at Bures,
which is near Bayeux.